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GGUSD Teachers Get Immunizations!
A special thank you to all the teachers, nurses, and staff who volunteered at our La Quinta
vaccination pod this month!

President’s Message
March is the month when spring officially begins and Daylight Savings takes place
typically the second Sunday in the month, but March 2021, also signifies that a year
ago our school doors closed, and distance learning began. You dug down deep and
relied on your hidden reserves of strength and resilience. Be proud of yourselves.
You started this current school year in distance learning once again. A few months
later some sites transitioned into a hybrid in-person learning model but had to
transition back to distance learning due to COVID-19 case rates/numbers.
As of March 12, 2021, forty-five of our elementary schools
are open for in-person instruction as well as five intermediate schools, Mark Twain
Special Education Center, and Jordan Adult Transition Program.
The past year has made you stronger, faster, and wiser. It’s made you work harder than
you could have imagined. Your mental health, wellness, and safety will continue to
remain at the forefront of our priorities at GGEA, and in a week and a half Spring Break
will be here. Take time for yourself and your family. Stay strong, safe, and healthy.

A special welcome to our newest GGEA member
Ang Borlasa!
We are so happy you are here!

Calendar of Events
03/23
03/27-04/4
04/06
04/13
04/21
04/27
05/03-7
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Rep Council
Spring Break
Board of Directors
Segments
Admin Professional Day
Rep Council
GGEA Elections

05/04
05/11
05/12
05/25
05/31
06/01
06/03

Board of Directors
Segments
Day of the Teacher/School Nurse Day
Rep Recognition
Memorial Day
Board of Directors
Retirement Tribute
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Executive Director Message
Our Bargaining Team
This has been a trying year for all of us. As educators, you’ve been asked to learn and implement a new method
of teaching while dealing with the anxiety of a global pandemic, and you’ve done an excellent job of fulfilling
your role through such harrowing times. Through it all I wanted to take the time to recognize the role your
Negotiations Team has been playing. Our Negotiations Team has been bargaining with the district almost nonstop since March of last year. In that time, we have been able to negotiate three agreements and an addendum,
or what we call a Memorandum of Understanding (MOU), with the District.
•
•
•
•

Distance Learning MOU
Re-Opening Distance Learning MOU
Hybrid MOU
Addendum to the Hybrid MOU

A lot of work went into negotiating these MOUs, from researching state legislation and CDPH guidelines,
researching MOUs of neighboring districts and listening to what our teachers were saying out in the field. The
Team was able to accomplish this while still working in their classrooms. Now we are entering and trying to
finalize a new contract for the 2020-21 school year and start the negotiations for the 2021-22 year as well. There
is no rest for the weary.
As your Executive Director, it has been a pleasure working with them and I hope you can take the time to thank
them for their hard work and dedication.

Bridget Holdermann (Chair),
McGarvin Intermediate

Arquilla Howard,
Rancho Alamitos High School

Tamra Wood,
Post Elementary
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Joe Miller,
Pacifica High School

Sarah Held,
Garden Park Elementary
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CALL FOR ARTICLES!
Are you or your colleagues doing
something fabulous at your school site?
We would love to hear about it! The
Advocate Team is looking for articles
about YOU, our GGEA teachers and your
students. We want to spread the word
about the fantastic teaching, events, and
successes happening at all the schools
across our district. Please email your
stories, articles, ideas, and photographs to
ADVOCATE@ggea.org by May 13, 2021.
We can’t wait to hear from you!

JOIN our FACEBOOK
group TODAY!
Join Us: Facebook members search for
“Garden Grove Education Association”
and ask to join the group. Allow our
administrators 24-48 hours to accept your
request.
This is a closed group for members of
GGEA only and not open to the public. If
you have any questions, send a message to
the group administrators or ask your rep.

*Attorney available.
For appointments please contact the GGEA office at 714-638-7480.
Advocate Editorial Staff:
Willie Burghard, Sara McCarthy, Kelly Nolan, Susan Kaylor
Contributors this Month:
Jennifer Quong, Kristy Gladysz, Tina Gurney, Camille Freeman

EXCITING NEWS!!!
We are pleased to announce that the Garden Grove Education Association was awarded
a Certificate of Merit in the 2019-2020 CTA Communications Award for our Advocate, in the
category of Newsletters and Newspapers! And WINNER of the 2019-2020 CTA
Communications Award for our website, GGEA.org, in the category Memorial Award in
Honor of Jose Colmenares.
“The California Teachers Association recognizes and appreciates your dedication
toward communicating with your members regularly and effectively. With 18 entries in the
Communications Awards program this year, your achievement is a very high distinction.”
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Garden Grove Education
Association
12966 Euclid Street, Ste. 100
Garden Grove, CA 92840
Phone: 714-638-7480
Fax: 714-638-9167
Website: www.ggea.org
Email: president@ggea.org

Board of Directors

Not-a-Box STEAM Project
Our State Preschool Program uses the Big Day Curriculum which includes a
theme called “Imagine It, Make It!” During this theme, we show our students how to
plan, design and create their own STEAM Not-A-Box projects based on the book
“Not-A-Box” amongst other theme related books. In an effort to connect home and
school during distance learning we asked the parents to partner with their children to
create their own projects at home with recycled materials along with art
supplies/tools that we send home. All the children received certificates and ribbons
for their efforts. We had so much fun with this that we plan to make this a
home/classroom collaboration every year.

President
Kelly Nolan
(GGEA Office)
1 Vice President
Debi Coleman (Eisenhower)
st

2 Vice President
Nicole Ciccarelli-Lund (Lake)
nd

Secretary
Rebecca Koopowitz (Jordan)
Treasurer
Thanh Nguyen (La Quinta)
High School Segment
Directors
Sarah Chau-Lee
(Bolsa Grande)
Lori Lazarony (Garden Grove)
Intermediate Segment
Directors
Mike Godoy (Alamitos)
Veronica Conklin (Lake)
Elementary Segment Directors
Dancoise Clayborn
(Wakeham)
Julie Vo (Morningside)
Karyn Lui-Silverberg (Allen)
Dawn Floyd (Clinton)

Executive Director
Paul Kim
GGEA Office
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WHAT IS THE IMAD AWARD??
The Human Rights Committee recognizes GGEA members who make a positive contribution outside
of the classroom with the “I Make a Difference Award.” This award is given to members who
volunteer their time and energy to benefit the school community or the community at large. Past
IMAD winners have been involved in working in local charities, after school tutoring projects, library
reading programs, soup kitchens, charity runs and human rights endeavors.
Nominations can be submitted to the GGEA Human Rights Committee via our website online form
(located on Human Rights Committee page at GGEA.org) or emailed to humanrights@ggea.org.
Nominations can be submitted by a single member, by a group of members, or by the entire school
staff. Please include the following in your nomination:
•
•
•

The nominee’s name, school and contact information
His/her specific contribution (please provide details)
Your name and contact information
Each month, the committee will honor an IMAD recipient at a Rep Council meeting and
feature him/her in the GGEA Advocate.

NOMINATE A COLLEAGUE TODAY!!
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One of our own is the Orange County 2021
Outstanding Professional!
Congratulations Willie!! You deserve it!
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OCDE Bullying Prevention Program
The OCDE bullying prevention program supports schools throughout Orange County with their efforts to
provide a safe, welcoming and positive environment for students, families and staff members. The program
services are designed to promote a positive school climate that reflects a commitment to meeting and developing
the academic, social and emotional needs of all
students.
One of our members, Kristy Gladysz recommended
this program stating that “the assembly was wonderful,
probably even more fun in person but still the kids
really enjoyed having something different to do on a
school day and not focused on classwork.”
OCDE provides training, technical assistance and
school-wide assemblies on the topics of bullying
prevention and intervention strategies. In addition,
parent training is provided on the topics of digital
citizenship and cyberbullying.
If interested in scheduling an assembly for your school site please visit this link:
https://ocde.us/PEI/Pages/Bullying-Prevention-Program.aspx
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Read Across America Day

Despite the distance, GGUSD teachers were
still able to celebrate Dr. Seuss’ Birthday
with their students in fun and meaningful
ways!
In First Grade at Paine Elementary, students
in Jennifer Quong’s class celebrated Dr.
Seuss all week long with stories, activities,
and dress up days!
Former GGEA president Tina Gurney read
some Harry Potter virtually for Ms. Ngo’s
Kindergartners at Barker and Ms. Wood’s
fourth graders at Post Elementary!
And at Rosita Elementary, our GGEA
President, Kelly Nolan, read stories to 2nd
graders in Camille Freeman’s class. They
drew pictures of Dr. Seuss characters too!
SPRING 2020
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GGEA Implements Electronic Voting!
Since Covid19 Quarantine began one year ago your Rules and Elections Committee found it necessary to
try different ways of voting in elections during a pandemic. In the Fall of 2020 we mailed out ballots with
prepaid stamped envelopes to our almost 2000 members for our first election since the shutdown. The cost
to host a paper pencil election was about $4000 and it took volunteers and paid staff several days to stuff
all the envelopes. More often than not, we would receive less than a quarter of the ballots back. The team
therefore decided to research electronic voting options.
CTA has a list of approved electronic voting companies they recommend so after a couple of months of
research by the committee, the board voted to use the company Simply Voting. Simply Voting provides
GGEA with a secure, cost effective, and environmentally friendly solution for voting events. Simply
Voting gives us 10 elections for one year (which we will probably never need) for a cost less than the cost
of one mailed ballot election. CTA and many other local organizations and institutions successfully
conduct certified elections, by-law ratifications, and other voting events online using Simply Voting.
Members recently received emails with a link that allowed them to vote easily and securely in our first
online election. Please make sure we have your correct email address so you too can vote online in the next
election! Once an online voting period ends, the results are immediately tabulated within Simply Voting.
The Rules and Elections Committee downloads and views the results in the Election Manager along with
various reports on voting activity before publishing results. Once published, the results are made available
to the public on our voting website and anyone will be able to verify the results by downloading a file
containing votes and receipt numbers. We are excited to offer our members this new voting update and
hope you find it an easy and positive change!
The results of our March 8-12 CTA State Council Run-Off Election are as follows: Out of 1842 eligible
voters/members we had 332 ballots cast, yes this is a small number but according to other units this is to be
expected on the first Electronic Vote because it’s a new system. We also weren’t able to promote the
election on campus like usual! But don’t worry, we have big plans for the upcoming elections! Due to the
small numbers with this recent election there was no majority vote and therefore no candidate had a majority
vote so we are required to do a run-off election again. Stay tuned! And please vote! J

We hope you enjoy your much deserved time off!
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