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One of our own, Susana Prado, a GGEA teacher at Woodbury Elementary wanted to share some great news!
She was in need of a new monitor when GGUSD started distance learning because her laptop was too small
to have all the windows she needed open at one time. She also wanted a larger screen to view her students so
they wouldn’t be tiny thumbnails on her laptop.
Susana told us what happened next, “I started calling local
businesses for donations because our school did not have funds
available to purchase new monitors. After hearing so many no's
I finally got a yes from the Costco in Fountain Valley. Gil, the
manager, kindly donated his own monitor that he no longer
used. The following day I received a call from Dale, the
manager at the Staples in Garden Grove near the GGEA office.
He offered me a brand new monitor for my classroom
too! Wow I was amazed! After almost giving up, I received
not just one, but two monitor donations! Now I have a monitor
where I can view my entire class in a large size and another
monitor to keep other important windows open like taking
attendance and viewing my students’ responses from PearDeck.
My laptop can now be used to display my Elmo and I am so
thankful. The manager from Staples also wanted me to share that
they have a great rewards program for educators. Teachers can get
up to 20% off on purchases and earn 20% back as well. When our
students’ parents, or your friends and family make a purchase at
Staples, they can go online, type the receipt number, and then
select the teacher and school they want to earn 20% from their
purchase.”
“Lastly, I was looking for math supplies for the math IMP lessons
so my students could have them at home. Both Staples and the local Boys and Girls Club gave my students
supplies. The Boys and Girls Club Center provided backpacks for my students and Staples provided supplies
like markers, crayons, glue and folders for my students to use during distance learning.”
Susana would like to recognize the following incredible
companies for their generous donations and say a big
“Thank You!”
•
•
•
•
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Staples and Costco
Boys and Girls Club Center of Garden Grove
Officer Kris from Garden Grove Police
Department
Burlington Coat Factory from the Adopt-aClassroom Program

President’s Message
In preparing to write my articles for The Advocate, I always like to look back to see what
I wrote about the previous year. Keeping to this routine I did just that. Last year at this
time I wrote about the importance of having a voice, especially within your union. This
still rings true today. As Orange County recently went back into the purple tier, 17 of our
schools still remained open and in person. This not only became a safety concern but a
concern over the inequities having been created by opening in tiers. We were just about
to go on Thanksgiving break and we needed to quickly come up with a plan. On
December 1st that plan came to fruition and our members would have the opportunity to
share their voices.
Over 130 cars showed up that evening in the district parking lot for GGEA’s
Park and Protest, a quiet demonstration. I double masked up and began
walking the parking lot reading the voices of my fellow educators: “Put the
Unified Back into GGUSD, “Stop the Tiers”, “Unified & United”, “Equity
in Education In Every Situation”, “Please Keep Us All Safe”, “Protect Our
Teachers and Students!” and many more. These were teachers using their
voices to show support and solidarity for those schools still open. While the
outcome of our action didn’t achieve the closing of those 17 schools, it did
achieve our members showing unity, strength in solidarity and support for
their fellow educators and students that were at those 17 schools teaching in
person. Would we have loved the school board to have changed their minds that evening and close all the
remaining open schools, most definitely, but we know they did not.
As GGEA President, I can’t be prouder of our members for showing up and utilizing their voice.
Stay strong, safe, and healthy.

Calendar of Events
12/15
12/19-1/3
01/05
01/12
01/15-7
01/18
01/22
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Rep Council
Winter Recess
Board of Directors
Segments
Issues Conference
MLK Jr. Holiday
Non-Student Day

01/22-24
01/26
02/02
02/09
02/12
02/15
02/23

CTA State Council
Rep Council
Board of Directors
Segments
Lincoln Holiday
President’s Day
Rep Council
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CALL FOR ARTICLES!
Are you or your colleagues doing
something fabulous at your school site?
We would love to hear about it! The
Advocate Team is looking for articles
about YOU, our GGEA teachers and your
students. We want to spread the word
about the fantastic teaching, events, and
successes happening at all the schools
across our district. Please email your
stories, articles, ideas, and photographs to
ADVOCATE@ggea.org by Feb 11, 2020.
We can’t wait to hear from you!

JOIN our FACEBOOK
group TODAY!
Join Us: Facebook members search for
“Garden Grove Education Association”
and ask to join the group. Allow our
administrators 24-48 hours to accept your
request.
This is a closed group for members of
GGEA only and not open to the public. If
you have any questions, send a message to
the group administrators or ask your rep.

*Attorney available.
For appointments please contact the GGEA office at 714-638-7480.
Advocate Editorial Staff:
Willie Burghard, Sara McCarthy, Kelly Nolan, Susan Kaylor
Contributors this Month:
Susana Prado, Charlotte Hutchinson

Welcome NEW GGEA Members!
Evelyn Albarran
Nicole Jenkins
Lynn Nguyen
Holly Pizarro
Nathan Thomson
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Garden Grove Education
Association
12966 Euclid Street, Ste. 100
Garden Grove, CA 92840

Pre-K Returns to In Person Learning!
While the students were only in person for a week, they sure did love every minute
of their time in the classroom!

Phone: 714-638-7480
Fax: 714-638-9167
Website: www.ggea.org
Email: president@ggea.org

Board of Directors
President
Kelly Nolan
(GGEA Office)
1 Vice President
Debi Coleman (Eisenhower)
st

2 Vice President
Nicole Ciccarelli-Lund (Lake)
nd

Secretary
Rebecca Koopowitz (Jordan)
Treasurer
Thanh Nguyen (La Quinta)
High School Segment
Directors
Sarah Chau-Lee
(Bolsa Grande)
Lori Lazarony (Garden Grove)
Intermediate Segment
Directors
Mike Godoy (Alamitos)
Veronica Conklin (Lake)
Elementary Segment Directors
Dancoise Clayborn
(Wakeham)
Julie Vo (Morningside)
Karyn Lui-Silverberg (Allen)
Dawn Floyd (Clinton)

Executive Director
Paul Kim
GGEA Office
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WHAT IS THE IMAD AWARD??
The Human Rights Committee recognizes GGEA members who make a positive contribution outside
of the classroom with the “I Make a Difference Award.” This award is given to members who
volunteer their time and energy to benefit the school community or the community at large. Past
IMAD winners have been involved in working in local charities, after school tutoring projects, library
reading programs, soup kitchens, charity runs and human rights endeavors.
Nominations can be submitted to the GGEA Human Rights Committee via our website online form
(located on Human Rights Committee page at GGEA.org) or emailed to humanrights@ggea.org.
Nominations can be submitted by a single member, by a group of members, or by the entire school
staff. Please include the following in your nomination:
•
•
•

The nominee’s name, school and contact information
His/her specific contribution (please provide details)
Your name and contact information
Each month, the committee will honor an IMAD recipient at a Rep Council meeting and
feature him/her in the GGEA Advocate.

NOMINATE A COLLEAGUE TODAY!!
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Reopening Walton Intermediate
Walton teachers and staff
welcomed their little Wildcats
back with an adorable lawn sign
and cheering teachers! And yes,
all staff members are six feet
apart, don’t worry! J
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